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ñIt is for your love alone that the poor will forgive you the bread you give them.ò  (St. Vincent de Paul) 

General Membership Meeting  
 

The General Membership meeting will be held on June 18th, 2011 
Hall of Banners 
8:30 am 

 
 Please encourage all your members to attend .   

District 7 will host! 

New Hall of Banners Unveiled 

The April 16
th
 General Meeting of Vincentians 

In the Hall of Banners was a resounding      
success with an attendance of over 300. Our 
thanks to District 6 members who hosted. The 
Mass was inspirational food for the soul. Father 
Micah from Saint Maryôs Basilica was guest  
celebrant and very impressed upon touring our 
Watkins Campus becoming acquainted with the 
services offered and activities taking place. The 
newly renovated hall and the banners in place 
were topics of conversation and described as:  
awesome, cool, mucho major, singularly      
special, ñbellissimo, magnifique, and wun-
derbar,ò to quote a few. To all who were instru-
mental in the accomplishment of this improve-
ment,     Vincentians say, 
 
 

 

òand God Bless!ó 

ATTENTION: The resolution to allocate $100,000 to cover labor and installation costs 
related to the proposed roofing project  was passed.   



 

St. Mary's Banner being placed in the Hall of Banners 

Father Micah blessed the new banner 

Mr. Riley and Councilman Johnson thanks the City of Phoenix representatives for the fantastic 

job the did with the Hall of Banners 



 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

While reflecting on Christôs command for us to love one another, I thought of a basic but very  
profound question posed by St. Augustine:  ñWhat does love look like?ò   
 
His answer has great meaning for Vincentians:  ñIt has the hands to help others.  It has the feet to  
hasten to the poor and needy.  It has eyes to see misery and want.  It has the ears to hear the sighs 
and sorrows of men.  That is what love looks like.ò   
 
I think love looks like you, my fellow Vincentians.  Your commitment, caring and compassion in the 
splendid spirit of the Good Samaritan epitomize what Augustine had in mind.  The selfless service to 
others you display every day defines love in a very special way which has great significance for the 
distressed world in which we live.  Your ceaseless efforts to provide help and restore hope to those 
who so desperately need it are an exceptional gift to your communities, just as each of you is an  
exceptional gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
 
I believe it is very meaningful for Vincentians throughout the world to consider the fact that Christôs  
universal call to build a civilization of love is inherent in our mission.  Day by day, person by person,  
Vincentians seek to bring that magnificent concept closer to reality. 
 
The Rule of our Society, the document which guides our work, reflects the dream of Blessed Frederic 
Ozanam to establish a network of charity and social justice encircling the world:  ñAffirming the dignity 
of each human being as created in Godôs image, and Jesusô particular identification with those who 
are excluded by society, Vincentians envision a more just society in which the rights, responsibilities 
and development of all people are promoted.ò 
 
Frederic told his fellow Vincentians they should fall at the feet of the poor and say, ñYou are for us the 
sacred images of that God whom we do not see, and not knowing how to love Him otherwise, shall 
we not love Him in your persons?ò  Seeing Christ in the poor is the essence of Vincentian spirituality. 
 
And while feeding, clothing, housing and helping the poor with other needs, we seek more permanent 
solutions so that they can help themselves ï exactly what our founder had in mind. 
 
As did Frederic, we learn about the needs of the poor firsthand from visiting them in their homes and 
assisting them.  His vision for those who would follow him was that they would share what they 
learned, and through that sharing open the eyes, minds and hearts of others.  It is a special  
responsibility we assume as heirs to his lasting legacy of love. 
 
Every day many caring, compassionate people ï of all faiths and from all walks of life ï are doing 
many wonderful things to help those in need and, not incidentally, help move us closer to that noble 
goal of a civilization of love.  We have the incomparable opportunity to lead them by our example of 
dedicated service to our less fortunate brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
God bless. 
 

Joe Riley  



 

What happens when a number of corporations like Land of Ahhs, Thornwood Furnishings, Boys Team Charity, We 

Cycle USA, First Congregational Church of Tempe, Rebuilding Together, Brophy College Prep High School and a few 

stray volunteers all come together to help someone in need?  A Vincentian Fresh Perspectives  is born!  That is   

exactly what happened on April 10
th
 when all of these organizations came together with a common goalðto assist 

Corina and her six children.  Corina and her family had fallen on rough times and she found herself to be the sole 

breadwinner in the family.  After contacting her local parish, the St. Vincent de Paul conference referred her to a     

Vincentian Fresh Perspective for assistance.  Gabriela Bova and a volunteer made a home visit and it was            

determined that we could help her.  Her project became known as ñLetôs Get to Workò.  And, ñget to workò we did.  

There was measuring of windows so that Pat Quinnett and the other lovely ladies from First Congregational Church 

could make curtains and decorative pillows for every room in the house.  Robert Chacon and his team from We       

Recycle USA recycled and refurbished bicycles for each of Corinaôs six children.  And lastly, the boys from Brophy 

High School washed and prepped walls for painting, painted the kitchen cabinets and all of the doors in the house, and 

painted wall murals on cardboard for each of the kidôs rooms.  Project day arrived on April 10
th
 with the delivery of    

furniture from Land of Ahhs and other donations from Boys Team Charity.  The boys, their mothers and fathers, and 

other volunteers all worked together to hang curtains, clean floors, arrange furniture, assemble beds, paint walls, and 

hang pictures all in an effort to make Corinaôs house a home.  At the end of the day, there were smiles of joy on the 

faces of the kids with their new bikes, and a smile of gratitude on Corinaôs face.  Corina felt as if she had finally been 

heard.  She said, ñI know that I must be a good person because God has answered my prayers .ò 

Special Thanks
 to Susan Junker 
 And Boys Team Charity

 For a phenomenal job

  

Vincentian Fresh Perspectives 



 

 

FREE PARKING! 

 
Good news for those local Vincentians planning to 
attend the final day of our SVdP Western  
Regional Meeting at the downtown Hyatt  
Regency Hotel on Saturday, May 14th.   
 
The Diocese of Phoenix is allowing us ALL DAY 
USE parking at their facility at the Diocesan Pas-
toral Center at NO charge!  (8:30 a.m.ð
9:30p.m.).  This is safe, secure and off street 
parking for as many as 140 of our vehicles.  We 
encourage carpooling for our conference  
members to get the maximum benefit for this kind 
officer.  The entrance to the parking garage is 5th 
Street and Monroe only three blocks from the ho-
tel entrance and virtually next door to St. Mary's 
Basilica.  Your space is waiting for youðfirst 
come, best served. 

 

 

Sign Up Saturday a success! 

Thanks to all who participated in the Thrift Store volunteer Sign Up Day 
 
Congratulations to District 12 for getting the most sign-ups.  A special salute to Brian 
OôDonnell for signing up nine (9) volunteers during his shift at the Mesa store. Great job!  
Chandler led with a total of 17 volunteers. 
 
The total for the day was 58 which is a record! 
 

A great team effort and support from our Conferences.  

The Vincentian Uniform 
By Fr. Johnrose Hayden 

 
On duty, police and military person-
nel wear uniforms to facilitate and 
optimize the performance of their 
duties.  Anyone encountering some-
one ñin uniformò has a certain expec-
tation of the kind of service one may 
receive.  But such ñbody languageò 
also constantly speaks to the one 

wearing the uniform to serve to a higher standard 
than self; that is, to be true to the purposes the uni-
form represents and moreover to consistently an-
swer to this higher calling while performing oneôs 
duties. 
 
Many businesses and services dealing with ñJohn 
Q. Publicò also use a uniform for the same reason; 
for example, hotel restaurant waiters and nurses 
mostly wear uniforms.  Liturgical vestments are 
ñuniformsò and remind all who see that they are par-
ticipants among the people of God in the liturgy. 
 
Similarly, we Vincentians also work among Godôs 
people.  Hence, we too must wear a uniform of 
demeanor so that all who observe us serving God 
constantly see Godôs deep love, tender care, and 
sincere compassion consistently in our humble, 
cheerful service to others as well as our dealings 
with fellow Vincentians.  We particularly must be 
true to the purpose of Vincentian uniform represents 
ðChrist the Lord! 
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A ȚPEȦǬȂL ǥȂY ǩOR ȝS 

CALLING ALL VINCENTIANS! 
 
 
Come forth from the confines of your conferences and enter into the larger life of your beloved  
Society of Saint Vincent De Paul.  We have something special for you:  A Special day for Us 
 
We invite you to take part in a special 12 hour shared Vincentian experience coming to Phoenix next 
month. 
 
Event: Final day of the SVDP Western regional meeting 
Date: Saturday, May 14th 2011 
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Place: Hyatt Regency hotel, 2nd Street & Adams in downtown Phoenix.   
 
During the course of this day you willé 
 
Meet and be inspired by an address given by Michael Thio; President General of the SVDP Society.  
This exceedingly humble but exceptionally qualified man, a native of Singapore, has been a  
Vincentian for 44 yrs. It is worth noting that he is the first non European Vincentian to be elected to 
the position of President General of our society.  We are both blessed and honored to have him in 
our presence for this occasion. Choose from among more than a dozen different one hour  
workshops offered during the day focusing on both the practical and spiritual dimensions of our 
beautiful Vincentian vocation. Learn to live it better and love it more. 
 
Enjoy the comfort and congeniality of our Hospitality Suite-open throughout the day.  Mix and mingle 
there with Brothers and sisters from the Western states.  Share and compare how we find inventive 
ways to serve Christ in the poor, here, there and everywhere.  Join your larger Vincentian family at a 
5:00 p.m. mass at nearby St. Mary's Basilica with our own Bishop Olmstead and local and visiting 
clergy.  A Mass of solidarity and of thanksgiving-We are one body in Christ & we do not stand alone. 
Following mass there will be a reception and banquet in the Hyatt Regency ballroom.  Good friends, 
good fun, good food. 
 
Enjoy safe and secure free parking throughout the day at the Diocesan Pastoral center parking  
garage; entrance at 5th Street and Monroe-two blocks from hotel entrance. 
 
The cost for this immersion/conversion is $75.00, including all events, workshops, reception,  
banquet and hospitality. For information and registration please visit our website at 
www.2011svdpwesternregionphxmtg.org   No refunds after April 25th- so act now.  
 
 

Submitted by John Feit 

http://www.2011svdpwesternregionphxmtg.org/


 

Western Regional Meeting will be May 11-14, 2011. It is being held at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Phoenix, Arizona. 
  
On Friday May 13, 2011 our brother and sister Vincentians from ten (10) western states that 
make up the western region will be touring the Dan O'Meara Center. There we will have  
displays of the special works our conference's do. These displays will be located in the  
Exhibit Hall. 
  
We need for you to speak to your conference presidents about obtaining pictures and a 
short caption explaining the pictures.  
  
Listed Below are some suggestions: 
  
Our annual Food Drive----- Twinning etc. 
Operating or working in a Thrift Store.  
Working with a Indian Mission on the reservation.  
Honoring our Jubilarians. 
Adopt a Family. 
Winter Clothing Drives. 
Back to school Clothing Drives & School supplies. 
Food Reclamation Twinning. 
Donating Bottled Water during the summer months.  
Nativity Sets for the poor.  
Turkey Tuesday. 
  
There are so many projects that we do, this is the time to share your good ideas with your 
fellow Vincentians from the west.  
  
We need these photos and captions by March 1, 2011 
  
Thank you for your continued cooperation, keep up the GREAT WORK. 
 
Please send your pictures to Jim Novotny c/o VSS P.O. Box 13600, Phoenix AZ 85003-3600 
  
If you have any questions please call me. 
  
God Bless 
Jim Novotny---480-895-2293 
Western Region Planning Committee  

Western Regional Meeting  

attendees to tour Dan OõMeara Center 



 


