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“It is for your love alone that the poor will forgive you the bread you give them.”  St. Vincent de Paul 

The Joy of Setting the World on Fire! 
 
So, our vocation is to go, not just to one parish, not just to one diocese, but all over the world; 
and do what? To set people’s hearts on fire, to do what the Son of God did. He came to set the 
world on fire in order to inflame it with His love. 

     -St. Vincent de Paul 
 

When Blessed Frederick Ozanam, Emmanuel Bailey, and the other founding members of the Society gathered 
on Frederick’s 21st birthday to form the first Conference of Charity, they most certainly did not foresee that their 
actions would give birth to a worldwide lay charitable organization. Most people outside of the society are 
aware of the fact that our essential elements  focus on spirituality and fellowship before service to the poor. 
Spirituality and fellowship are the elements that fan the spark of God’s love in our hearts, provide us with the 
foundation to serve others in the spirit of Christian love, and allow us to burn with a fire that can surely inflame 
the world. 
 
The Society spread quickly because the members started conferences and recruited members everywhere 
they went. The challenge that has been passed on to us, is for us to continue their legacy by spreading the 
flame of God’s love everywhere we go. In order to that, we must be on fire ourselves. Gone are the days when 
Vincentians met in a back room or pantry and no one knew who they were. Today, Vincentians need to be 
visible not in a boastful way but in humility and love. Our passion and love for the Lord and service to His 
people should burn in a way that ignites the same flame in the hearts of others. 
 
Recruitment of new members should not be based solely on an “Invitation to Serve” from the pulpit. Our lives 
are the greatest visible sign of God’s invitation to serve.  Repeated studies indicate that most individuals join 
the Society because someone close to them or a person they respect asked them to join. Potential members 
are not moved by how and what we do but rather by why we do it. The most successful corporate advertising 
campaigns sell why they are doing what they do, not so much how and what they do. 
 
My first fifteen years as a Vincentian, were focused primarily on serving the poor but, over time, my focus has 
changed and my vision has broadened. I still love visiting the poor but I also find great joy in recruiting new 
members, helping struggling conferences get back on their feet, starting new conferences, mentoring future 
leaders, and reaching out to establish collaborative relationships with other charities and faith communities. 
 
While our conferences have boundaries, our Vincentian vocation does not. The only way for the Society to 
continue to grow is for us to grow and to spread God’s love outside of the walls of our pantries and our home 
visits. Our love and passion is the flame that can help set the world on fire. Each of us can help recruit new 
members, donors, partners, future leaders, and even new conferences if we keep the fire burning brightly in 
our own hearts and lives.  
 
The past nine months have been a struggle for so many people including Vincentians. COVID has not only 
taken away lives and jobs but it has stolen hope from the hearts of millions of people. In the face of this 
pandemic and political unrest,  we must remember that no matter how strong it is, darkness can never overtake 
light. Darkness can only prevail if we allow the source of light to be extinguished. There is no greater light than 
that which radiates from flame of God’s love that can burn within our hearts. Our vocational call is to keep that 
flame burning.  As Vincentians, we can bring hope and light to everyone we encounter. May God’s love burn 
within our hearts and inflame each of us so that we can help spread light and be active participants in God’s 
plan to set the world on fire. 

By Shirley Smalley 
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Fate whispers to the warriors, “You cannot withstand the storm.”  
 
I confess that we veteran volunteers launched the 2020 Adopt a Family Program with 
some apprehension.  Could we modify the program to match sponsor to family 
interaction while allowing for safe social distance?  Would we have enough sponsors 
to support the increased number of families expected to seek help during this 
pandemic year?   
 
In addition to those suffering from coronavirus and related illnesses, many of those 
who typically adopted families are struggling.  Restaurant, travel, hospitality, small 
business and other industry workers found themselves furloughed or unemployed this 
season.  Would we have to turn families away?  Would we be forced to say “sorry, 
we have no sponsors”  to the very people who for years have divided up family wish 
lists, pooled  resources, held gift wrapping parties and led decorated car parades to 
deliver gifts to the families they were adopting?   
 
Happily – the answer was a resounding NO!   
 
The warriors whisper back, “We ARE the storm.” (author unknown) 
 
Similar to angels swooping in from all sides, 1340 sponsors delivered Christmas to 
1340 families in the Diocese of Phoenix.  Amazingly (and unexpectedly) this 
represents an increase from 900 families in 2018 and 2019.  A special anonymous 
benefactor even donated 100 bikes to be given to young children. 

 
Safety protocols were put in place every step of the way from initial interviews to 
socially distant gift deliveries.  Preferred grocer gift cards replaced the uncooked 
Christmas meal makings, on-line shopping replaced in-store shopping, and curbside 
deliveries of big trash bags filled with wrapped gifts replaced sponsor visits to the 
family home.  What did not need replacing, however, was the joy that sponsors felt as 
they shared talent and treasure with those who needed a special boost this year. 

With a humble and grateful heart, we thank each and every warrior who touched 
this program in any way.  You did it!   Peace and blessings to all.  

 

Submitted by Dottie Sullivan 

Adopt A Family 
 

A Huge Success 
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We think of Ambassadors as diplomats serving overseas.  That's not always the 
case.   Vincentian Ambassadors serve right here in Arizona.  Our version would be a 
Vincentian who has a real sense of what our Vincentian Endowment is all about and 
is willing to be on the lookout for others who may share that same vision.   
  
Sometimes, when we are speaking with a fellow Vincentian or parishioner, he or she 
remarks:  "I wish there was something I could do that would be a way to continue 
what I've been doing all these years after I'm not here."  What that person is really 
saying is, "I'd like to leave a legacy". 
  
As an "ambassador" you could direct those folks back to the Endowment (we have 
plenty of "Vincentian Endowment---Helping our Families, Now and Always" 
brochures you could help distribute.  See the attached sample). 
  
That legacy could take many forms---a monthly or annual gift, a special designation 
in a will or trust, or even designating a small portion from the sale of one's home, 
after that person goes to his/her Heavenly Reward. for the benefit of the 
Endowment forever.  Every legacy gift is personal and special. 
  
Many of you donate regularly, and for that we extend a heartfelt "thank you!"  What if 
each donor invited one other person to help our Vincentian Endowment?  It is the 
best way to assure that what we do today in 81 conferences will be made possible 
in perpetuity. 
  
What an impact that would have.  Not sure how all this would work?  Just call me 
(602.919.0261) or email me (bklink@svdpaz.org). 
  
I promise you won't be asked to serve in some far-off country or even another 
state.....just a simple request to lend a helping hand to assure every conference has 
the additional resources to serve the working poor forever.   
 

 

Calling all Ambassadors! 
 

by Bill Klink 

General Membership Meeting 
 

The next GM will be on Saturday, March 20, 2021 
We will have more information as the nesx newsletter.   

Hopefully we will be able to meet in person. 

mailto:bklink@svdpaz.org
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Volunteers Needed 

 
Our Thrift Stores are always in need of Volunteers.  If you are interested, 
please contact the store in your area. 
 
We also opened a new store at Tatum and Greenway.  Its called the 
Hope Chest, 4857 E. Greenway Road, Scottsdale. 

 

 

Did you know... 

 
If you would like to honor your Priest with a special 
gift, we have Priest’s Crosses for sale at VSS. 

You can honor your special volunteers 
with the Jubilarian Crucifix.  If you 
need more information please contact 
Michelle Emocling at:  
memocling@svdpaz.org or via phone 
at 602.261.6822   

The question which is agitating the world today is a social one.  
It is a struggle between those who have nothing and those who 
have too much.  It is a violent clash of opulence and poverty 
which is shaking the ground under our feet.  Our duty as 

Christians is to throw ourselves between these two camps in order to 
accomplish by love, what justice alone cannot do. 

Frederic Ozanam 
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Blessed Frederic Ozanam Intercession Prayer Line 
 

O God, our Father, You alone have the power to bestow those precious gifts of Yours which we rightly call  
miracles.  If it be Your will, be pleased to grant such a gift on behalf of... 

 
ALL SAINTS MESA 
   Tom Margalski 
   Judy Allard 
   Nancy Hackert   
   Veronica Nord 
   Maureen Julian 
 
CHURCH OF THE  
RESURRECTION 
   Caroline Steele 
   Bob Bruce 
    
HOLY CROSS 
   Rose Burmich 
   Sharon Smith 
   Martin (Lefty) Wolf 
    
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 
   James Reed 
   Mike Vize 
   Barbara Reed 
   Lindsey Plas 
   Lynn Treimer 
   Lee Martealer 
   Al and Regina Gilson 
   Pam Willis 
   Diane McCann 
 
MOST HOLY TTRINITY 
   Jackie Hennings 
 
OLPH SCOTTSDALE 
   John Corcoran 
   Forrest Dougherty 
   Dale Nickekl  
   Mary Zarlengo 
 
OUR LADY OF  
GUADALUPE 
   Joe DiGiovanni 
 
OUR LADY OF THE 
DESERET 
   Richard Gordon 
 
OUR LADY OF THE LAKE 
   Cindy Smith 
  
OUR LADY OF LOURDS  
    Carol Voit 
 
 
 
 

 
  QUEEN OF PEACE 
   Susan Petrie 
   Mary Kay Dunlevy 
   Martina Bonilla 
       
SACRED HEART—
PARKER 
   Karen Rath 
   Mary Gonzales 
   Sandra Woulms 
   Dora 
   Gloria Lopez 
 

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA 
   Dennis Orr 
 

ST. BRIDGET 
   Cheryl Crame 
   Sandra Jarr 
 
ST. JAMES 
   Diane Stofko    
   Abel Noble 
 
ST. JOHN VIANNEY 
SEDONA 
       Betty Winick 
 
SACRED HEART—
PRESCOTT 
   Richard Howell 
   Herb Bourgault 
    
   ST. THOMAS THE 
APOSTLE 
      John Winters 
 
 
ST. TIMOTHY 
   Karen Wilson 
 
ST. LOUIS THE KING 
   Ed & Esther Escarcega 
   Raul & Elvia Lujan 
   Mario & Mary Fierros 
    
 ST. CLARE OF ASSISI 
      Joyce Murphy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ST. GERMAINE 
  Pat Caldwell 
  Joe Zambito 
  Sue Christian 
  Freda Jeffries 
  Fred Widmer 
  Kathy Ferguson 
  Sandy Smith 
 
ST. MARGARET MARY-
BHC 
   Rev. Peter Dobrowski 
 
ST. MARTIN DE PORRES 
   Sammy Valencia 
     
ST. MARY—KINGMAN 
   Patty Couch 
   Roger and Rita Gaumond 
   Diane Schatz 
 
ST. MARY MAGDALENE 
   Nancy Weise 
 
ST. JEROME 
   Nancy Barnes 
   Yvonne Hurley 
 
ST. MATTHEW  
   Evelyn Guerra 
     
ST. JOACHIM & ST. ANNE 
   Gene Harmeling 
   Irene Sosnicki 
   Harry Steckler 
   Mary Taylor 
   Lucia Mastroianni 
   Terry DeYoung 
   Al and Alice LaRocque 
 
ST. JOAN OF ARC 
   Paul Parent 
 
ST. STEVEN’S 
   Pat Krause 
 
ST. FRANCES CABRINI 
   Andre Carrillo 
   Rosemary McClair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SVDP EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE 
  Jagger Michael Diem 
  Nancy Phalen 
  Tom Van Boven 
  Jim Novotny 
   Joyce Zabilski 
   Evan Arriola 
   Ray Daoust 
   Barb Daoust 
   Cathie Nelson 
   Jayden Southern 
   Jake Doyle 
   Dr. David Goldfarb 
   Alice Ehmann 
   John Jakubczyk 
   Peter McQuaid    
    Kathleen Nageotte 
    Sharon Ehmann  
    Paul Joseph DeMuro 
    Gabrielle Chung 
    Ed Koval 
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Requiescat  
In Pace 

May the Angels lead them into Paradise, 
may the martyrs receive them at their coming 

and lead them into Jerusalem, the Holy City. 
May the Choir of Angels welcome them 

and, with Lazarus, who was also poor, 
may they have everlasting rest. 

Frank Bonk 
St. Paul 

Ron Woods 
Our Lady of the Lake 

John Gimon 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
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Words of Inspiration  
From Our Patron 
St. Vincent de Paul 

 
 

The means of obtaining this indifference from God is constant mortification; both in-
terior and exterior.  I will give you no other means.  In the first place, let us reflect in 
order to discover whether we have an inclination to one thing rather than to another, 
and what are the objects which attract us most, in order to be on guard against them, 
to labor incessantly at separating ourselves from them, to root out from our heart all 
these inclinations, to disengage ourselves from all creatures, and to mortify our pas-
sions and senses at all times and in all places. 

   “On indifference,” May 16, 1659 


